Infectious diseases in early life in industrialized countries.
A specific group of pathogens is important in neonatal infections. An understanding of the epidemiology, pathogenesis and etiology of neonatal infections has led to interventions which have decreased the risk of transmission or acquisition of infection in the newborn period. The interventions span the spectrum of preventive medicine from infection control, to antibiotics, to antivirals and to vaccines. However, the individual case management of the expectant mother is as critical to the control of neonatal infections as broad public health policies.